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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 
Claims 11-20 are being withdrawn. 
Claims 1-10 were being examined. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 12/24/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues "specifically, Takahashi only describes, in col. 5, lines 56-63, a 
general explanation of the FAT system and it is not related to the feature of the present 
claimed invention. Takaliashi teaches which area the main information is recorded on 
the Takahashi is different from the present claimed invention in the method of recording 
the directory for controlling the location of the main information (please see col. 6, lines 
9-40 of Takahashi)." 

Examiner respectfully disagrees with the above argument. Takahashi discloses 
the FAT is the one to store the information and the file is stored separately from the 
FAT. Such disclosure read on the claimed limitation (col. 5, lines 56-63). 

Claims 2-6 are depended on claim 1; therefore, claims 2-6 are rejected under 
same reason. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Takahashi etal. (US. Patent No. 6,952,522 B2). 

As to claim 1, Takahashi discloses an information recording method which is a 
file system managing files hierarchically by files having information and a directory 
which is a storage place of a plurality of files, wherein a file system which writes in and 
reads from a recording medium per predetermined unit is used, and predetermined 
information is first recorded in a work sector before performing primary recording as well 
as the number of mountings of the file system is further recorded in the work sector (the 
location and attributes such as the number, the recording data & time and the file name 
of each file on the disc are controlled by referencing the FAT 1 1 . The FAT 1 1 is used 
for controlling the information on files in smallest access units, typically sector units, 
used by the system, that is, the signal recording/playback apparatus for making an 
access to disc.) (col. 5, lines 56-63). 
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As to claim 2, Takahashi discloses the information recording method according to 
claim 1 , wherein the work sector comprises two sectors, and wherein the number of 
mountings is recorded in a first sector, and information contents to be recorded are 
recorded in a second sector (program 1 is recorded by splitting the data into 3 segments 
forming a pattern along a straight line..) (col. 5, lines 66 to col. 6, lines 1-3). 

As to claim 3, Takahashi discloses the information recording method according to 
claim 2, wherein the work sector is located in a work sector area having a plurality of 
sectors, and the work sector is determined when the file system is mounted (disc is 
mounted...) (col. 5, line 50). 

As to claim 4, Takahashi discloses the information recording method according to 
claim 3, wherein the predetermined information is information about a directory (file 
system) (col. 6, line 13). 

As to claim 5, Takahashi discloses the information recording method according to 
claim 4, wherein the file system is a FAT file system (FAT) (col. 5, line 55). 

As to claim 6, Takahashi discloses a device for recording and/or reproducing 
information, wherein the information recording method according to any one of claims 1 
(recording/playback apparatus) (col. 5, lines 50-54), 2, 3, 4 or 5 is used. 

As to claim 7, Takahashi discloses an information recording method which is a 
file system managing files hierarchically by files having information and a directory 
which is a storage place of a plurality of files, wherein a file system which writes in and 
reads from a recording medium per predetermined unit is used, and information about 
the directory is written in the predetermined unit a plurality of times such that the 
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plurality of the information about the directory written in the predetermined unit are 
separated from each other by a predetermined offset (an additional signal is not split 
into segments to be each recorded into a free area with a length smaller than a 
predetermined value, typically a equivalent of 1-minute recoding/play back length) (col. 
5, lines 36-39). 

As to claim 8, Takahashi discloses the information recording method according to 
claim 7, wherein the file system is a FAT file system (FAT, file allocation table) (col. 5, 
line 55). 

As to claim 9, Takahashi discloses the information recording method according to 
claim 7, wherein the predetermined offset is half of the predetermined unit, and the 
information about the directory is doubly written (an additional signal is not split into 
segments to be each recorded into a free area with a length smaller than a 
predetermined value, typically a equivalent of 1-minute recoding/play back length) (col. 
5, lines 36-39). 

As to claim 10, Takahashi discloses a device for recording and/or reproducing 
information, wherein the information recording method according to any one of claims 7 
(recording/playback apparatus) (col. 5, lines 50-51), 8 or 9 is used. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Contact Information 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baoquoc N. To whose telephone number is at 571-272- 
4041 , or unofficial fax number for the purpose of discussion (571 ) 273-4041 or via e- 
mail BaoquocN.To@uspto.gov. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached at 571-272-4107. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 

The fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follow: 
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(571) 273-8300 [Official Communication] 
/Baoquoc N To/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2162 



